
First Sunday of Advent – Year B  
 

 
The Candle of Hope 
 
Reader 1: In a world of war, famine, and civil unrest, where children grow up as 
orphans and are used as fighters; where families go hungry and entire regions face 
destruction by illness, God, we call upon you to come and heal this broken world and 
help us to recognize that we need to be doing our best for our neighbours because - 
“It’s about the world”. 
 
Reader 2: In a world where so many have lost hope, we call upon you, Lord of Hope, 
to come and heal this broken world. Set our hearts on fire with the skills, knowledge 
and wisdom to do together, what we can, to bring hope to others. Help us to use the 
spiritual gifts you have given each one of us. 
 
Reader 1: In this season of Advent, we wait for the coming of Hope into our world. We 
await the birth of the Christ-child, the coming of God into our lives in a new way. Help 
us to live less for ourselves and more for others because - “It’s about the world”. 
 
Reader 2: Come, Messiah, Come, and Save Us and heal this broken world with the 
hope you kindle in us to do your will. You are the potter and we are the clay, we ask 
that you shape us and mold us into your image and send us forth as witnesses of your 
hope for the world. 
 

 
 

Light the Candle of Hope    
 

 
Prayer: Dear God, we pray for the Hope that is in Christ Jesus to shine in our lives in a 
new way this Advent. Help us to live out that hope as we strive to help those in this 
world who struggle each day. May they see Christ’s light shining forth from us showing 
that “it’s about the world”. Amen. 
 

 



Second Sunday of Advent – Year B 
 
 

The Candle of Peace 
 
Reader 1: In a world where families live in shelters, where children grow up in fear 
and hunger, God of Peace, we call upon you to come fill our hearts with an outpouring 
of ideas and ways to bring peace and harmony to our world. Teach us to see that it’s 
not just about taking care of ourselves and the needy - “it’s about the world“.  
 
Reader 2: In a world where peace seems to be so far away, we call upon you, Prince 
of Peace, to come. Faithful one, we invite you to touch the hearts of the leaders of the 
nations, turning them from anger to seeking peace with their neighbours. Let them see 
that the world needs peace. 
 
Reader 1: In this season of Advent, we wait for the coming of Peace into our world. As 
we await the birth of Emmanuel, God with Us, we ask you to change our hearts and fill 
them with your peace so that we can see that it’s not about us but it’s about the needs 
of our neighbours - “it’s about the world”. 
 
Reader 2: Come, Messiah, Come, and Save Us, set a pathway for our feet and help us 
to do our part to take care of the children of the world so that they too may see a world 
at peace. 
 

 
 

Light the Candle of Peace      
 
Prayer: God of Comfort, we pray for the peace that only You can bring through your 
Son, Jesus Christ. May we walk in the paths of peace keeping before us the vision that 
“it’s about the world”. Amen. 

 

  



Third Sunday of Advent – Year B 
 

 
The Candle of Joy 
 
Reader 1: In a world where is so much heartache and many don’t experience much 
joy in their lives, we ask you to come, God of Joy, and fill our hearts with your joy so 
that we can extend that joy out into the world.  
 
Reader 2: In a world where many are lonely, sick or are shut-in, we call upon you, 
God of Comfort, to come and fill their hearts with gladness. Help us to show your “joy” 
so they will see it is not always about us but about bringing the joy of Christ to 
everyone - “It’s about the world”. 
 
Reader 1: In this season of Advent, we wait for the coming of Joy into our world. We 
await the birth of the Messiah, who comes into our lives in a new way. Help us to share 
with our neighbours the joy of Christ that is in our lives. 
 
Reader 2: Come, Messiah, Come, and Save Us and fill the world with laughter and joy. 
Help us to tell the story of your saving grace, justice and mercy, so that all may rejoice. 
Let us shout with joy that it is not always about us but that - “It’s about the world”. 
 

 
 

Light the Candle of Joy  
 
Prayer: Dear God, we pray for the joy that is found in Jesus, that those who seek it 
may truly find it. May we celebrate the joy found in You and share that joy so all may 
know it is truly “about the world”. Amen.  

 

  



Fourth Sunday of Advent – Year B 
 

 
The Candle of Love  
 
Reader 1: God, in a world where so many do not know you yet and where many 
people appear to have no interest in worship, we call upon you to come and show 
yourself in the newborn babe in Bethlehem. Help us to be witnesses of your everlasting 
Love. Help us lead others to know you and the power of your love.  
 
Reader 2: In a world where so many claim not to believe anymore, we call upon you, 
Almighty God, to come and make your presence known. Use us and our faith in you to 
bring hope, peace, joy, and love so that we can demonstrate that it is not about us - 
“It’s about the world”. 
 
Reader 1: In this season of Advent, Lord, we await with patience Your arrival. We 
lovingly look forward to the birth of Jesus, the Savior of All, who comes into our lives in 
a new way. And, like Mary, we await the birth of the Messiah with hearts filled with love 
and longing to know the mystery of your love. 
 
Reader 2: Come, Messiah, Come, and Save Us. Fill us with trust in believing that you 
walk among us, cradling us in your arms and filling us with love so that we can reach 
out and show others that - “It’s about the world”.   
 

 
 

Light the Candle of Love  
 
Prayer: Dear God, love is a candle shining in the dark places of our lives. We pray that 
our faith may be renewed once again as we await your coming. May we always be 
aware of the wonder of your love in our lives. In the name of Jesus the Christ, we pray. 
Amen. 
  



Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Service – Year B 

 

Reader 1: It is the eve of the birth of the Christ child. As we come to this night, let us 
light the four candles of hope, peace, joy and love. All of these are gifts of the Christ 
child whose birth we have been awaiting. Use us Gracious God to bring forth these gifts 

to create a better world and to create pathways to peace in our world. 

 Light the four candles of hope, peace, joy and love 

Reader 2: We have waited patiently, Emmanuel, for your coming into this world to live 
among us. You are the centre of our lives and we ask you to help us as we work 
towards a better world. We need your gifts more now than ever as we struggle to find 
ways of loving each other; sharing the gifts of creation; showing each other how to live 
together in harmony, and in peace. Fill our hearts with your joy as we recognize what 
we need to do and say to encourage others to see that - “it’s about the world”. 

Reader 1: Jesus, You came to us as a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths, wrap us now 
in your love and make room in our hearts to show others understanding, compassion, 

caring and gentleness so that they will know your unending love for them. 

Reader 2: Emmanuel, God with Us, the waiting is over now. You are here with us. You 
are born anew in our hearts. Let your light shine in us so that all will see the 
possibilities you bring because you are a God of new things, of greater things than we 
can ask or imagine. Give us grace to cradle the Christ child, the gift of peace, in our 
hearts, homes and the world. Draw our minds, our intellect and will to consider all we 
can do to make you known in all the earth because - “it’s about the world”. 
 

 
 

LIGHT THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

Prayer: Jesus, Light of the World, as the light shines forth from these candles, so may 
your light shine from our hearts out into the world. Give us courage to recognize you in 
our lives and to make your Gospel part of all that we say and do. Help us to become 
the Light of Christ because it is not about us and materials things – “It’s About the 

World”. Amen 


